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Parish Feast Day:
Exaltation of the Holy Cross
This feast day is a combination of three historical events: 1) the Discovery of the
True Cross by St. Helena, 2) The Dedication of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
in Jerusalem built on the site of Calvary, the Holy Sepulchre and the site of the
discovery of the True Cross , and 3) The return of the True Cross to Jerusalem after
its captivity by the Turks.

September 15, 2019

All three have been painted in
the amazing frescoes in the Chapel
of The Holy Cross in the Church of
St. Francis in Arezzo by Piero della
Francesca.
We have of course, our own
beautiful image of the Discovery of
the True Cross in the stained glass
window now in the choir loft. della
Francesca's version is shown on page
3 of this bulletin.
The Church of the Holy Sepulchre
still stands, having endured repeated
destruction and reconstructions throughout the turbulent history of Jerusalem’s
many conquests. Perhaps some of you have been lucky enough to visit there in
person, although I must admit that witnessing the divisiveness among the world’s
major religions in the region, and even of the Christian denominations which each
claim part of the church detracted from the spiritual serenity of the visit. On the
other hand, should one expect serenity when visiting perhaps the most notorious
place in Christian history – the place of Christ’s suffering and death? The site of
the resurrection has been recently
renovated and the shrine surrounding
the tomb freed of the braces and
supports its required in recent years.
In 614 A.D. the Persian Emperor
Chosroes conquered Jerusalem and
captured the cross, but 13 years later
the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius
defeated Chosroes and returned the
True Cross to Jerusalem. He carried
the cross into Jerusalem dressed not
in his royal robes, but in sackcloth and
smeared with ashes.
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From the Pastor

Parish Offertory

Very soon the parish will begin an increased
Collections
$ 12,722.91
parish giving appeal. It will consist of a series
of mailings sent to all parishioners, brief talks
Online Giving
$ 3,840.00
on two Sundays by a parishioner, one a member of the Parish
Finance Council, and an in-pew commitment weekend by the
Alms
$ 66.55
pastor.
The primary goal of the appeal is to have everyone reflect on
Candles
$ 259.05
the financial support they lend the parish and make a thoughtful,
sacrificial weekly offering to sustain the weekly expenses to
maintain the parish, support our diocesan obligation and
continue to pay our church and gym mortgage.
As our accountant finishes last year's financial report, with the
search for a new business manager underway and the results of
a recently completed Diocesan audit soon to be sent to us, it's a
perfect time to publish the financial state of the parish and get
the new fiscal year off to a great start.
We've taken necessary steps to bring our spending into line
Coffee and doughnuts have been a staple
with our income and plan prudently for necessary expenses,
after mass collation for several years now
especially those beyond our control, like the health care
at Holy Cross, monthly after the 10:30 AM
insurance and liability insurance premiums.
and noon masses.
Thank you for your patience.
We would like to offer this same opportunity to those who
attend the 8 AM mass as well. This requires a cadre of volunteers
to set up and then re-arrange the downstairs St. Joseph room for
the 10:30 AM mass to follow.
If we hear from enough volunteers, a rotation can be set up to
share the responsibilities.
Hello, Holy Cross! I am so excited to be a
One of the most important characteristics of the communities
part of your wonderful parish community
from which Jesus came was the obligation of hospitality,
and to be your new director of music!
especially to the stranger. Please consider helping our parish in
A little bit about myself; I have been
this very specific way.
involved in liturgical music ministry for
Call the Parish Office to explore joining Hospitality.
over 30 years. I started my vocation in music
ministry when I was 3 years old, singing
in the children’s choir in my hometown
parish of Epiphany in Brick. From there I
would continue to participate in children’s choirs, teen choirs,
becoming a cantor and then learning to play the organ! Upon
Probably the best Catholic
returning home from college pursuing a degree in vocal jazz
App for phones and android
performance at Berklee College of
devices is the Laudate App
Music, I was offered an opportunity
available for free from either
to be a music director at St. Joseph’s
the Google Play or Apple
Parish in Millstone, and have been
Store.
a director in liturgical music ever
It's extremely helpful not
since. I’m very much looking forward
only for keeping up with the
to getting to know you all, and to
mass readings of the day, but
serve as your director of music to the
the saints on the Roman Calbest of my ability!
endar each day, even including a brief summary of their lives.
When I’m not behind the organ,
It includes both audio and video for the Rosary, Divine Mercy
you can usually find me running the trails in Hartshorne Park
and other daily devotions along with references and links many
with my Siberian Husky, Opie. (picture for attention) I also play
people will probably never use, but perhaps become acquainted
piano at the Asbury Ocean Club Hotel, and sometimes, you
with when they explore the app.
might find me singing a song or two at the Chubby Pickle in
Highlands!
I’m very much looking forward to getting to know you all,
and to serve as your director of music to the best of my ability! If
you see me, please stop and say hello!

Extend Hospitality
to Receive It

Welcome New Music Director,
Jill Ramme to Holy Cross

Laudate App
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Old Meets New
The new sanctuary takes shape around the choir loft and
the old church entrance not so many years ago.
At the top, the original round oculus windows can
be seen admitting light. In the old church, these were
blocked by organ pipes.
On the left, one of the original square column pillars
with its groove for the gas supply to the lights can be
seen before it was encased with round, custom-made
wooden columns.
The wooden reredos is obviously missing as are the
stained glass thermal windows in the arch above the
sanctuary and the new Altar of Reservation.
Quite a transformation, all in all. It's interesting to hear
people who haven't been in the church in many years try
to figure out what's different.

Saints Longinus and Stephaton
Tradition has named two men who were often pictured in
images of the Crucifi xion in the early Church. This medieval
painting shows the soldier who pierced Jesus' side with a lance,
St. Longinus and the soldier who ran and gave Jesus a sponge
dipped in wine vinegar on a reed, St. Stephaton.
They flank Jesus on either side and are often shown in mirror
image arrangements. In this case, Mary, Jesus' mother is shown
standing off to the left.
More modern imagery shows Mary, Jesus' mother and John
the Evangelist standing at the foot of the cross alongside Jesus.
Mary is typically on Jesus' right side, St. John on his left.

Saint Helena Authenticates
the True Cross
At the excavation site around Calvary and
the Tomb of Christ on which the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre was built, St. Helena
discovered three crosses. After praying
to discern the Cross of Christ, one of the
crosses demonstrated a miraculous healing power and was thereafter identified as
the "True Cross."
This is one of the most famous paintings
of that healing by Piero della Francesca.
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Marian Candles
Marian candles burn
for one week before
Mary’s statue in the Prayer
Garden at the head of
the Memorial Pavers.
Intentions for the week are announced at
Saturday morning’s mass and published
in the bulletin.

Pray for the Sick
We may only publish prayer requests
from the one needing prayer or their
guardian. Please pray for the homebound,
the hospitalized and all who struggle will
illness and for those who have asked for
our prayers, especially:
Catherine O’Malley, Ann Connor, Eleanor Blass, Sophia Gonzales, Joey Weikel,
John Wizeman, Marisa Murphy, Daniel
Bonifacio, Jennifer Denis, Dawn Lloyd,
Sandra Foster, Alessandra Giunta, Frank
Reedy, Grace Fasullo, Maryann Allegra,
John McCoy, Marilyn Hull, Elizabeth
McNally, Eugenia Kelly, Fr. Phil Pfleger,
Fr. William Bausch, Fr. Joe Farrell

Mass Intentions
Date
14-Sep
14-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
16-Sep
17-Sep
18-Sep
19-Sep
20-Sep
21-Sep
21-Sep
22-Sep
22-Sep
22-Sep
22-Sep
22-Sep

Time
Intention for
Requested by
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Stump
9:00 AM Edwin Doyle
5:00 PM Thomas S. Karlo, Sr.
Family
8:00 AM Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Gardella, Sr. Tony Gardella
10:30 AM Dawn Garavente
Family
12:00 PM Robert Kelleher
Family
5:00 PM Bruno Sama
Vittoria Sama
7:00 PM For the Parishioners
9:00 AM Edward Cushing, Sr.
Sallie Kabash
9:00 AM William T. Kaeli
Mary Ann Szenzenstein
9:00 AM Frank Partusch
Mr. & Mrs. Robert LoPresti
9:00 AM Carol Ann Buttimore Mr. & Mrs. Tom Dooley
9:00 AM Richard Mahoney-Living Mr. & Mrs. Gene A. Harcsar
Mr. & Mrs. Henry O'Hern
9:00 AM David Buckley
5:00 PM Frances Joyce
Pegeen Screen
8:00 AM Kevin Loftus
The Sperber Family
10:30 AM Jack Morris
Pegeen Screen
12:00 PM Maria Incremona
Pat Balbo
5:00 PM KennethEdwardHarrison Carol Brady & Family
7:00 PM For the Parishioners

A Catechist’s Prayer

F

Hurricane Relief Efforts
After battling Category 5 Hurricane
Dorian for nearly 40 hours, the islands
of The Bahamas have seen devastation in
every form: loss of homes and lives, and
flooding virtually destroying the land.
Catholic Relief Services is receiving donations to assist in the relief effort. Working
with local partners, the organization is
assessing immediate needs that donations
will help with – food, emergency shelter
and safe water.
To donate to assist families and people
affected by the storm, go to www.crs.org.
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ather of all families, you have called me to serve the
family in truth and love as a catechist. May I be
faithful to this call, rooted in your Word, and open to
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
ay I use these gifts, especially the gifts of faith,
hope, and love, to serve the family as a witness to
you, who are love and life and the source and destiny
of all families.
et your Spirit enlighten my mind and strengthen my
heart so that I can be a path of Christ’s love to families,especially those in need, the homebound and aged,
the disabled and disheartened.
hrough the intercession of Mary and Joseph, I pray
for the Church, the Bride of Christ, whose mission to
build a civilization of love passes through the family.
Amen.

M
L
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A Retreat for Those With Life Changing Illness
GENNESARET is a retreat designed to provide a spiritual and temporal oasis for men and
women with a life changing illness. It is named after the healing sessions Jesus held on the
shore of Lake Gennesaret in the Scriptures.
There are both spiritual and medical personnel on the retreat team and there is no cost to
retreatants.
The retreat will be held in the Archdiocese of Newark Retreat Center in Kearny, New
Jersey on October 18 thru October 20th.
For more information, call: (732) 566-7237, (732) 608-7277 or (908) 499-7667

After making the crossing, they came to land at
Gennesaret. People brought to him all those who were sick
and begged him that they might touch only the tassel on his
cloak, and as many as touched it were healed.

Meet Our
P ar ishioner s

Justin, Meg and Liam Murphy

Justin and Meg Murphy have been
parishioners at Holy Cross since moving to the
area two years ago. Here are all the Murphy's,
including Liam who was baptized recently at
Holy Cross.
Justin grew up in Rumson and spent
his childhood as a part of the Holy Cross
community, so it's quite special that Liam can
now do the same.
What is you favorite thing about the parish?
Put simply, the people. It's rare these days to
find an environment that is instantaneously
welcoming and makes you feel like a true part

of the community from the outset--but that is
Holy Cross!
What are your professions, hobbies, pets?
Justin manages his family-owned packaging
distribution business, Halsted, and Meg works
at Johnson & Johnson in HR strategy; both are
avid sports participants and fans, and love staying
active in general.
Fun Fact: Our respective parents have been best
friends for about 20 years, and Justin and Meg
happened to reconnect when both living and
working in the NYC area many years later.

Bishop’s Anniversary Blessing 2019
Last Chance to
Register for Bishop's
Anniversary Blessing
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All couples celebrating their 1st, 25th or 50+ wedding anniversary during the
2019 calendar year are invited to share the Eucharist, renew your sacred wedding
vows, and receive Bishop O’Connell’s Episcopal Blessing. Couples from Ocean and
Monmouth Counties may attend the Sunday, October 6, 2019 Mass and Blessing at
3:00 pm at the Co-Cathedral of St. Robert Bellarmine in Freehold. Couples must
register through their home parish; the registration deadline for all anniversary
couples is September 15, 2019.

