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Twenty Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time
There's an old expression,
"Don't start what you
can't finish."
This is one unfinished
link of the "Bullet" Train,
a multi-billion dollar
political boondoggle in
the State of California,
which was cancelled
after cost overruns took
the estimated cost of the
project 44 billion dollars
over budget and decades away from possible
completion.
The California train
project's failures mirror
some of the reasons we
give up on our own projects, commitments or
promises.
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Mass Worship Schedule
Weekday & Sat.
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

Latin

9:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
12 Noon
5:00 PM
7:00 PM
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California's Bullet Train To Nowhere
Perhaps we made the promise for the wrong reason. We sought the praise
of others, a promotion, distraction from a grievous fault we have. Ill
founded promises are not well kept.
Or we thought keeping the promise or accomplishing the goal would be
easier than it turns out and when we're stuck or confused or tired, retreat
seems easier than forging ahead, reassessing ways to achieve the goal or
giving up other short term goals to maintain what is difficult to achieve.
Perhaps others deliberately hid from us how challenging it would be to
keep the commitment or failed to warn us about common pitfalls on the
road to achievement.
Maybe our goals have changed and things, persons, ideals we once cherished have been abandoned for others. In the modern age, it's difficult to
find many ideals for which people are willing to make the ultimate sacrifice. Short term achievement shines brighter than long term goals.
It may simply be in our nature or we may have been conditioned to surrender goals quickly and move on to something else that seems easier.
Whatever the reason, it's no easier to keep following Jesus, be kind, tell
the truth, try our best and belong to a worshipping community than it
is for politicians and engineers to complete a bullet train in California probably harder.
Only with the sustenance we receive through the Eucharist and a supportive community of believers can the way to faithfulness be smoothed.

This one began to build, but did not have the resources to finish.

Parish Offertory

From the Pastor
Roving Reporters for Meet Our Parishioners
Thank you to volunteers Jen and Cory Wagner and
Mary Lou Byrd for serving as roving reporters for
our Meet a Parishioner columns. We'll also include
new baptism families, liturgical ministers and other
parishioners to introduce a broad spectrum of
parishioners, both old and new.
We could still use reporters at the 8 AM and noon
masses on Sunday and the 5 PM on Saturday.

Collection Counters Needed
We are in need of mass
collection money counters
for our counting teams,
including substitutes for
backup. Our counters
always work in teams on
parish property and are
an important component
of securing the integrity
of our collection and
counting process so that
our donations are always protected. Diocesan policy
forbids paid parish staff to count collection money.
If you are willing to perform this valuable service for
our parish, please call Eileen George at 732-842-0348,
ext. 1133.

How Can I Keep From Singing?
Thanks to everyone who
sang so enthusiastically
along with our Cantor
Jonathan last weekend. You
sounded great!
One more week without an
organist.
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Collections
Online Giving

$ 11,315.99
$ 1,828.75

Alms

$ 134.60

Candles

$ 202.12

Summer Raffle Winnings
Total prizes
$ 8,720.00
1st prize $ 3,706.00
Gary Sammon for Holy Cross
2nd prize
$ 436.00
Iwan family
3rd prize
$ 218.00
David Beil
Congratulations to our winners and thank you to all
who supported Holy Cross during the summer months
by purchasing a raffle ticket.
I think combining the monthly drawings into one
made for more interest and a bigger pot.

Glenmary Missionary Thanks
Fr. Chet Artysiewicz of the Glenmary Home
Missioners wishes to extend his thanks to our parish
who generously contributed to the home missions.
He assures us of his prayers and requests that we pray
for Glenmary, all those served by Glenmary in the
home missions and for an increase in vocations to the
priesthood and brotherhood.

Welcome Jill Ramme
It is a pleasure to welcome
our new Music Director, Jill
Ramme to Holy Cross. Jill's
schedule did not permit her
to begin this week, but she
will be playing at the Masses
on the weekend of September
14-15, our parish feast day!

B

ishop David O'Connell
will celebrate Mass
with parishioners and with
students, faculty and
parents of Holy Cross
Academy
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3RD
Please join us!
Dr. DeMareo, principal and Mrs. Alyson Mitchell, Assistant
Principal greet students on their first day of school with smiles,
balloons and a banner emblazoned with the Academy's new logo.

If you, your spouse, a family member or someone you know:
• have never been baptized
• have been baptized in another Christian community (e.g. Lutheran, Episcopalian)
• have been baptized a Catholic but never received Confirmation or Communion

N

ow is the time to explore the possibility of joining
the Catholic faith at our Easter Vigil ceremony in
the Spring. Our RCIA preparation process is beginning at the end of September and is the perfect way
to prayerfully discern whether the Catholic church is
for you. Besides answering your questions about the
Catholic faith, you will meet Catholic parishioners
who can support you in your journey and learn an
up to date summary of the truths of the faith and the
Catholic worship experience.
his year we begin a new way of leading RCIA in
Holy Cross parish. Once per month there will be
an evening information session on some basic truth of
the Catholic faith. This session will be open not only to
RCIA candidates, but fully initiated Catholics as well.

T
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S

essions will be conducted by Fr. Manning, our
parish staff and invited presenters. In addition, a
workbook and accompanying video series will help
candidates review and study other aspects of the
Catholic faith not covered in the group presentations.
John Ridgeway will serve as the shepherd for the group
as they travel through the process, helping to answer
any questions, guide the readings and arrange for
attendance at our liturgies. We hope this new format
gives a bit more flexibility than the former method,
especially when everyone's schedules are so hectic.
serve as evangelists for spreading the
good news of the faith and invite someone to participate in the RCIA process today. Your
invitation could be the key to their nourishment with
the Eucharist.

Please

Marian Candles
Marian candles
burn for one week
before Mary’s statue
in the Prayer Garden
at the head of the
Memorial Pavers. Intentions for the
week are announced at Saturday
morning’s mass and published in
the bulletin.
Jim Reagan by Dory Reagan
Skip DeAngelis by Mr. & Mrs. William McHeffey
Ruth E. Schultz by Mrs. & Mrs. Jim Hinckley

Pray for the Sick
We may only publish prayer
requests from the one needing
prayer or their guardian. Please
pray for the homebound, the
hospitalized and all who struggle
will illness and for those who have
asked for our prayers, especially:
Catherine O’Malley, Ann Connor,
Eleanor Blass, Sophia Gonzales,
Joey Weikel, John Wizeman,
Marisa Murphy, Daniel Bonifacio,
Jennifer Denis, Dawn Lloyd,
Sandra Foster, Alessandra Giunta,
Frank Reedy, Grace Fasullo,
Maryann Allegra, John McCoy,
Marilyn Hull, Elizabeth McNally,
Eugenia Kelly, Fr. William Bausch,
Fr. Joe Farrell, Msgr. John Gibbons

Food Drive for Project
Paul in Keansburg
Holy Cross Parish
will have a food
drive the weekend
of September 21 &
22 after all of the
Masses.
Please help by
donating non-perishable food,
along with personal and household
items. Monetary donations are also
always appreciated.
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Mass Intentions
Date
7-Sep
7-Sep
8-Sep
8-Sep
8-Sep
8-Sep
8-Sep
9-Sep
10-Sep
11-Sep
12-Sep
13-Sep
13-Sep
14-Sep
14-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep
15-Sep

Time
Intention for
9:00 AM David Godvin
5:00 PM Winifred&JosephLaCosta
8:00 AM Jack Morris
10:30 AM Arline Palmieri
12:00 PM Maria Incremona
5:00 PM David Godvin
7:00 PM For the Parishioners
9:00 AM Edward Cushing, Sr.
9:00 AM Eileen Marie Whalen
9:00 AM William T. Kaeli
9:00 AM David Buckley
6:00 AM Skip DeAngelis
9:00 AM Richard Brock
9:00 AM Edwin Doyle
5:00 PM Thomas S. Karlo, Sr.
8:00 AM Mr&Mrs ErnestGardella,Sr.
10:30 AM Dawn Garavente
12:00 PM Robert Kelleher
5:00 PM Bruno Sama
7:00 PM For the Parishioners

Requested by
Mr & Mrs Roger Stump
Family
Darrah & Joe Kenney & Family
Family
Mr & Mrs Lee Gesner
Mr & Mrs Donald Mc causland
Mr & Mrs Dan Walsh
Mr & Mrs Henry O'Hern

The Raphalian Family
Mr & Mrs Frank Shanley
Mr & Mrs William McHeffey
Family
Mr & Mrs Roger Stump
Family
Tony Gardella
Family
Family
Vittoria Sama

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Q . What is the RCIA process.?
A. The RCIA was initiated as one of
the first fruits of Vatican II. The idea
was to return to the catechumenate
in the early church. This was a group
of seekers who united themselves
to a specific church community,
attended the Liturgy of the Word at
the Eucharist, learned the truths of the
Catholic faith and came to be known
by the worshipping assembly.
After a two year catechumenate,
they were baptized, confirmed by the
local bishop and welcomed to full
participation in the Eucharist. Only
then were they allowed to attend
the full mass and learn the "sacred
mysteries" imparted to all the baptized
believers.

Q . Why does the pastor do
the confirmations of RCIA
catechumens?
A. The local bishop originally ministered the sacraments of baptism,
confirmation and Eucharist to all the
initiates in a local community once
per year at the Easter Vigil. As the
church community grew and it became
impractical for the catechumens to
travel to one central location, the Latin
church allowed pastors to celebrate all
three sacraments at the Vigil only, but
reserved the right for the bishop to celebrate Confirmations occuring outside
the Easter Vigil.
The bishop of our diocese usually selects one parish per year at
which to celebrate the Easter Vigil
or presides in the Cathedral or
Co-Cathedral.

Meet Our
P a r ishioner s
by Jen and Cory Wagner

Mary Jane and Don McDermott and Grandchildren

Mary Jane and Don McDermott have been
parishioners of Holy Cross for close to 30 years. They
live in Little Silver where they raised their three children,
two of whom graduated from Holy Cross. They have
six grandchildren who are the joys in their life. They
have been married for 49 years. Their two daughters,
Shawn McDermott and Michaela Wark, are Holy Cross
parishioners as well as other family members.
Don has his own consulting firm, D.G. McDermott
Associates, LLC founded in 1985 which specializes in
Human Resources compensation. Mary Jane works as
an office manager. They have both been involved as team
members in the RCIA program at Holy Cross for the
past twenty-five years. One of their favorite things about
Holy Cross is the sense of community built through
involvement with the RCIA people with whom they have
shared their faith and created a lasting bond.
Don also serves as a lector and Mary Jane as an ExtraOrdinary Eucharistic Minister. Mary Jane has a special
devotion to Mary our Lady Queen of Peace through her
many trips to Medjugorje and is a member of a Rosary
group.
They look forward to helping their grandchildren grow
in faith and love of God. Don’s favorite quote is “Trust in
the Lord always”.

Opening Mass with Bishop O’Connell
Tuesday September 24th at 7:00 pm,
Mass will be celebrated by the Most Reverend David M. O’Connell,
Bishop of Trenton at the Co-Cathedral of St. Robert Bellarmine,
61 Georgia Road, Freehold NJ 07728.
For more information about the mass, contact
Tom Panettiere at 908-338-7128 or tpanettiere@victorypackaging.com
For more information about 40 Days for Life, go to www.40daysforlife.com

Bishop’s Anniversary Blessing 2019 Registration Closes
September 15th
All couples celebrating their 1st, 25th or 50+ wedding
anniversary during the 2019 calendar year are invited to share
the Eucharist, renew your sacred wedding vows, and receive
Bishop O’Connell’s Episcopal Blessing. October 6, 2019 Mass
and Blessing at 3:00 pm at St. Robert Bellarmine in Freehold.
Marriage Encounter
Now that summer is over, why not treat yourselves to a Marriage Encounter Weekend? A Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend gives you the time and tools to revitalize romance, deepen communication, and nourish the
spirituality in your marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will be held October 4 - 6.
Early registration is advisable as space is limited. Phone 1-732-904-9636 for registration and information.
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