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St. Pope John Paul II gave an inspiring homily at the mass for the
canonization of St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, whose feast day we
celebrated recently. As you know, before entering religious life as a
Carmelite, Edith Stein was a prestigious philosopher who before the
Second World War studied with some of the bright lights of modern
thinking. Her seeking eventually led her to the Catholic faith. Edith,
a Jew, had been raised in the Jewish faith though she herself was
non-practicing. After the bishops of Germany criticized the eugenics
of the Nazi regime, Hitler sought out Catholic converts from Judaism
to exterminate along with all the other Jews, extending even into the
Netherlands, which the Nazis had occupied. Edith and her sister (also a
Carmelite) had fled to a Carmelite convent there for protection. Instead
of escaping, she surrendered to the Nazis and died in the gas chambers of
Auschwitz along with her sister and fellow Jews.
John Paul II remarked that the modern world boasts of the enticing
door which says, "everything is permitted." It ignores the narrow gate of
sacrifice and renunciation. Then he turned to a group of altar servers who
had travelled to Rome with many other pilgrims for the canonization
mass saying:
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ay attention! Your life is not an
endless series of open doors. Listen
to your heart! Do not stay on the
surface, but go to the heart of things. And
when the time is right, have the courage
to decide! The Lord is waiting for you to
put your freedom in his good hands.

Going through one, narrow gate limits our choices, something we
hate doing. But only by doing so can we shape our lives as followers of
Christ. Edith Stein joined the Catholic faith and then a specific religious
community for love of Christ. In making these decisions, she precluded
other choices.
We elect certain careers, marry one partner, live in a specific location,
worship in one parish. Decisions made in love not only limit our choices,
but also involve suffering and sacrifice — the Cross. Let us pray for the
generosity to joyfully embrace holy choices, even when they involve
suffering.

From the Pastor
I am happy to introduce our new
Music Director, Jill Ramme who
comes to us with a vast experience
in Catholic church music and choral
singing. She is the local representative to the National
Pastoral Musicians and has a beautiful voice! She will
be working closely with our School's music teacher and
with our Religious Education Coordinator to enhance
the music at our school masses and the Confirmation
students monthly 5 PM Sunday liturgies.
Jill joins us on September 15th. Please give her a
warm welcome.

Faith Leaders and Law Enforcement
Fr. Manning attended a presentation "We Are
Monmouth: Faith Leadership Summit" by the
Monmouth County Prosecutor's Office this week. The
NJ Attorney General Gurbir Grewal gave the opening
remarks. More to come in a future bulletin.

Farewell to Our Parish Business Manager
After two short years with us, our business manager,
Jim Trainor, will be returning to the corporate world.
We thank him for his peaceful and gentle leadership
over the past two years and wish him well in his future
endeavors.

Parish Offertory
Collections

$ 9, 709.00

Assumption

$ 1, 585.65

Missionary Collection

$ 3,484.85

Online Giving

$ 2,173.75

Alms
Candles

$ 27.88
$ 276.40

Extend Hospitality to Receive Hospitality
Help us expand Holy
Cross After-Mass Hospitality by volunteering to
be on one of set up teams.
As you know, coffee and
doughnuts have been a
staple after mass collation
for several years now at Holy Cross at many masses.
We would like to offer this same opportunity to
those who attend the 8 AM and noontime masses.
This requires several teams of volunteers to set up
before the masses and clean-up after the noon mass.
One of the most important characteristics of
the communities from which Jesus came was the
obligation of hospitality, especially to the stranger.
Please consider helping our parish in this very specific
way.

We have a number of assisted hearing
ng devices available
for use during mass.
They are in the ushers closet at the
entrance of the church. The ushers or
hey
the sacristan can show you where they
are and how to use them.
The acoustics of the church have "early
arly
ncies of human
reverberation" making some frequencies
speech difficult to understand. The acoustic panels
throughout the church ameliorate but not eliminate
this problem. Users of these devices tell us they make a
world of difference.
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Q . Many people say they are
spiritual and believe in God
but do not need to attend Mass
to have faith. How should I
respond?
A. Great question, we hear it
often. What are the benefits of
mass attendance?
irst, for the not-so-obvious benefits. Survey after
survey show that those who
attend mass regularly are happier, have stronger marriages,
are healthier and are more
educated about the Catholic
faith. Children do better in
school, are better adjusted
and have fewer problems with
drugs, alcohol and sexual
promiscuity. These non-religious spiritual benefits are
hard to ignore. The health
benefits have been confirmed
across a wide spectrum of psychological, social and spiritual
measurements.
o adapt an old adage, “One
week without mass makes
one weak.” The reception of
the Eucharist, the actual Body
and Blood of Christ, is a rare
privilege not to be missed.
Even without a mountaintop experience each time we
receive, our relationship with
Christ is strengthened and
we are nourished in a way not
available in any other place. It’s
no surprise that with belief in
the Real Eucharistic Presence
of Christ waning, Catholics are
willing to replace what they
see only as a symbolic act with
secular activities.
e also share a responsibility to each other
and to the Body of Christ to
support and uplift each other
and commit to a local Catholic community of faith. Our
presence each week helps
strengthen the community in
a tangible way. We put down
roots and nourish the entire
Church.
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THIS IS MY BODY.
THIS IS MY BLOOD.
One of the most troubling things
I read all summer was the finding
of a Pew Research Study released
August 5 that only 31% or one-third
of current, self-identifying Catholics
believe that the bread and wine
consecrated at Mass BECOME
AND ARE the Body and Blood of
Christ. This belief, described and
known since the Middle Ages as
“transubstantiation” in Catholic
doctrine, has been and remains a
core conviction of the Catholic faith
since the Lord Jesus first spoke the
words “This is my Body ... this is my
Blood” at the Last Supper (Mark
14:22-25; Luke 22:18-20; 1 Corinthians
11:23-25). “Do this in memory of
me.” 69% of Catholics surveyed, by
contrast, believe the consecrated
bread and wine only to be “symbols”
of the Lord Jesus’ Body and Blood.
The Pew Survey reveals that the
Church’s teaching and belief in the
Eucharist is stronger among those
who attend Mass weekly, especially
older Catholics, but even within
these groups confusion and error
exist to a troubling degree.
There is abundant evidence derived
from the scriptures, the writings of
the earliest Fathers of the Church,
the pronouncements of Church
Councils and leaders throughout
the Church’s long history as well
as the firm and constant belief of
the Church’s faithful, to support
this most important and central
conviction of our Catholic faith. The

Send questions to: webmaster@holycrossrumson.org
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Eucharist is the “Real Presence” of
the Lord Jesus Christ, whether on the
altar at Mass, in Holy Communion or
reserved as the Blessed Sacrament in
the tabernacle. For the Catholic, this
“mystery of faith” is unambiguous
and not subject to doubt. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church,
citing the Second Vatican Council’s
Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church states with the deepest and
most profound conviction, “The
Eucharist is the source and summit of
the Christian life ... For in the blessed
Eucharist is contained the whole
spiritual good of the Church, namely
Christ himself, our Pasch (CCC,
1324).”
How bread and wine actually
become the Body and Blood of Christ
at the consecration is a mystery to be
sure, but a mystery that responds to
the Lord Jesus’ own command, “Do
this in memory of Me.” Mysteries
defy scientific explanations — that
is why they are called “mysteries”
— requiring either the belief of
faith or disbelief. In his magnificent
Eucharistic hymn, “Tantum Ergo,”
one of the Catholic Church’s greatest
teachers, St. Thomas Aquinas (12251274), reflected “what our senses
fail to fathom, let us grasp through
faith’s consent.” And, so, the Catholic
Church has “grasped” from its very
beginning and continues to do so to
the present moment and beyond.

Marian Candles
Marian candles burn for one
week before Mary’s statue in the
Prayer Garden above the Memorial
Pavers. Weekly intentions are
announced at Saturday morning’s
mass and published in the bulletin.
Eugenia Kelly (L)
Ellen Meehan

Pray for the Sick
We may only publish or
announce prayer requests from
the person needing prayer or
their guardian. Please pray for the
homebound, the hospitalized and
all who struggle will illness and
for those who have asked for our
prayers, especially:
Catherine O’Malley, Ann
Connor, Eleanor Blass, Sophia
Gonzales, Joey Weikel, John
Wizeman, Marisa Murphy, Daniel
Bonifacio, Jennifer Denis, Dawn
Lloyd, Sandra Foster, Alessandra
Giunta, Frank Reedy, Grace
Fasullo, Maryann Allegra, John
McCoy, Marilyn Hull, Elizabeth
McNally, Eugenia Kelly, Fr. Phil
Pfleger, Fr. William Bausch, Fr. Joe
Farrell

Mass Intentions
Date
24-Aug
24-Aug
24-Aug
25-Aug
25-Aug
25-Aug
25-Aug
26-Aug
27-Aug
28-Aug
29-Aug
30-Aug
31-Aug
31-Aug
1-Sep
1-Sep
1-Sep
1-Sep
1-Sep

Time Intention for
9:00 AM Richard Brock
5:00 PM Kevin Loftus
5:00 PM Jay Dooley
8:00 AM William S. Conley
10:30 AM Jack Morris
5:00 PM Ada Merlini
7:00 PM For the Parishioners
9:00 AM Edward Cushing, Sr.
9:00 AM Ada Merlini
9:00 AM Myles O'Donnell
9:00 AM Joseph Fahey
9:00 AM Barbara McQuade
9:00 AM Arthur Parent
5:00 PM Jack Morris
8:00 AM Kevin Loftus
8:00 AM Patricia Boylan
10:30 AM Jack Morris
5:00 PM David Godvin
7:00 PM For the Parishionres

Requested by
Mr. & Mrs. James Parent
Sallie Kabash
Dooley Family
The Gardella Family
Mr. & Mrs. James Moody
The Shaheen Family
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kenney

Sallie Kabash
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gray
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Stewart
The Leibee Family
Trish Sullivan
Sallie Kabash
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Seaman
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kenney
Anita Waters

Thank You On Behalf of
Glenmary Missionaries
Your warm reception of Fr. Chet
was appreciated and his message
reminded us of the needs of the
Universal Church.
The collection totalled $ 3,484.85

ONLY TWO WEEKS
REMAIN

$ 7, 040

Don’t be Hungry.
Become a Catholic.
Join RCIA!
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Help Holy Cross overcome
the summer collection doldrums by supporting our
summer raffle.
Tickets sales close after the
last mass on September 1st.

August 26

School Board Meeting
Religious Education Catechists

7:00 PM
7:00 PM

August 27

Open AA Meeting

8:00 PM

St. Joseph Room

August 28

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9:00 AM–12 noon

Church

August 29

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Holy Cross Men's Group

6:00 PM–7:00 PM
7:30 PM–9:00 PM

Church
St. Joseph Room

Meet Our
P a r ishioner s
Parishioners Sam and Alison
Pugsley live in Fair Haven with
their two sons, Jack and Will, and
family dog, Tucker. The Pugsley
Family just moved into the area
this past April.
Alison, grew up in Avon-bythe-Sea, and is now a high school
Director of Athletics, while Sam
works for New York City Football
Club as the Director of the
Development Academy. Their son
Will celebrated the ceremony of
Baptism at Holy Cross in April.

Alison, Sam, Jack, and Will
enjoy going to the beach, watching
and playing sports, and spending
time with family and friends.
Their favorite thing about being
parishioners at Holy Cross is the
opportunity for Jack and Will
to attend daily mass with Jack's
Godmother, Jen Wagner. The
family looks forward to continuing
to meet all the members of the
community.

Around the Diocese and Cohort
Bishop’s Anniversary Blessing 2019
All couples celebrating their 1st, 25th or 50+ wedding
anniversary during the 2019 calendar year are
invited to share the Eucharist, renew your sacred
wedding vows, and receive Bishop O’Connell’s
Episcopal Blessing. Anniversary Couples from Ocean
and Monmouth Counties may attend the Sunday,
October 6, 2019 Mass and Blessing at 3:00 pm at the
Co-Cathedral of St. Robert Bellarmine in Freehold.
The registration deadline for all anniversary couples is
September 15, 2019.
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Discover the Joy of being a Hospice Volunteer
Training will be provided by members of the VNAHG
Hospice team on 3 consecutive : Mondays September
9th , 16th , and 23th from 10 am till 3:00pm at VNA
Health Group, 23 Main Street, Suite D1 Holmdel, NJ.
Volunteers must attend all 3 sessions.
Advanced registration is required, please call Pauline
De Palma, BSW (732) 224-6933.

12 Noon Sunday Mass
resumes September 8th.

