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Hachkiō was a Japanese Akita
who accompanied his owner,
Hidesaburō Uenō, a professor at
Tokyo University, home from the
train station each evening. Uenō
had purchased the dog as a puppy
and the young dog left the house
each evening to greet Uenō at the
commuter train and walk him
home.
One day at work, Uenō suffered
a fatal stroke while delivering a
lecture and did not return home.
Nevertheless, Hachkiō insisted
on leaving home each evening and
waiting for his master’s return at
precisely the time the usual train
was due at the station. The dog did
this in fair weather and foul for 9
years, 9 months and 15 days until
his own death from cancer at age
eleven.
The dog continued his daily
vigil without much fanfare and
sometimes not much appreciation
from commuters, until one of
Uenō’s students wrote about the

dog’s remarkable loyalty and
Hachkiō became a local celebrity.
Over the years the story grew
more famous and the dog became
celebrated in Japanese culture as a
example of loyalty and fidelity.
Perhaps you know an
Americanized version of
Hachkiō ’s story from the 2009
movie Hachi: A Dog’s Tale starring
Richard Gere, Joan Allen and Jason
Alexander. His story has been told
in numerous films and children’s
books as well.
Jesus only admonished the
servants who awaited their master’s
return from a wedding to remain
alert for a few hours. Later his own
inner circle abandoned him to
sleep in the Garden of Gethsemane
and ran away entirely during his
passion and death.
Is our own time limit for waiting,
especially for the Lord, entirely too
short? Let us ask for the grace to be
faithful.

30 Ward Avenue
(732) 842-0348
webmaster@holycrossrumson.org

Mass Worship Schedule (Summer)
Weekday & Sat.
Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Latin

9:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
5:00 PM
7:00 PM
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A happier sculpture showing Hachkiō being reunited one day with his
master Professor Hidesaburō Uenō.
The cover shows statue of Hachikō, a Japanese Akita celebrated for his most
faithful loyalty even after the untimely death of his master.

Bishop O’Connell on N.J. Aid in Dying Law
Bishop O’Connell has written an important
reflection on the New Jersey Aid in Dying Law which
became effective August 1st.
The law had been proposed time and time again,
usually at peculiar times in the legislative calendar
which favored its passage, e.g. right before a recess or
as a last minute vote. It finally won passage, but it is
really victory for nobody.
The full text of the bishop’s letter can be found on
the Diocesan web page, it is excerpted here:
The so-called “Death with Dignity Act” -- physician
or “anybody else” assisted suicide -- is another tragic
example of human hubris, re-creating God in our own
image; imposing our own limits upon God’s law and will
and wisdom; exhausting God’s otherwise inexhaustible
mystery and merciful companionship in our journey
through the natural, fully human life God alone can
give. And when sickness comes to those we love, it is our
obligation to care even when there is no cure. I write
these reflections as Bishop and shepherd, yes, but even
more personally as a son who stood with his brothers by
their parents’ sides as they breathed their last. Although
now that it has become law in New Jersey to bring
about the end of life, it is an option and a choice that we
should never make.
Bishop O’Connell

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Thursday, August 15 is a holy day of obligation.
There is a vigil mass on August 14th at 7:00 PM and a
9:00 AM mass on August 15.
The belief that “the Immaculate Mother of God,
the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course
of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into
heavenly glory” dates to the early Church, but was not
promulgated as a dogma of the church until 1950.
The dogma leaves open the theological ambiguity
whether Mary experienced a normal human, but
painless and serene death, or whether in addition to
being spared from original sin, she was spared
anything even resembling a human death. The first
view was called the “Dormition of Mary,” and
paintings depicted her in death or repose in this life.
This view was popular in the Eastern Church. Giotto’s
painting actually shows her body being deposed in a
tomb by the disciples. (Jesus is shown cradling Mary’s
soul as an infant!)
(continued next column)

Parish Offertory
Collections

$ 9,356.00

Online Giving

$ 3, 080.00

Alms
Candles

$ 36.40
$ 218.26

Giotto’s Dormition of the Virgin
Other artists avoided the dormition scene all
together and show Mary being crowned in heaven,
with the disciples either looking to heaven as she
ascends or reverencing the tomb which would have
received her body. These are the usual holy cards and
paintings which adorn churches in the West.
Either way, the message is clear. Mary, as the perfect
human person was spared
p
from original
g
sin at her
conception and
already enjoys
heaven with the
glorified body we
are also promised at
the resurrection of
the dead. Perhaps
you have heard the
saying, “Where
Mary goes, we go.”
It’s a beautifully
optimistic outlook
on human nature
and the redemptive
power of Jesus’
passion, death and
resurrection.
The feast
honors Mary,
but also reveals
supernatural
truths about Jesus,
humanity and
salvation.
Titian’s Assumption of the Virgin
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Q

uestions and
Answers

Q . A friend mentioned
that his neighbor, who has three
young children at Holy Cross
School, was asked not to send two
of them back because the school
was consolidating. Could this be
true, at this time, when the parish
and school are in need of funds;
why would we be turning people
away? What is the present status of
the school? Are we consolidating
and asking people to leave, to send
their children elsewhere?

A. In the consolidation of the
school to an academy, each grade
was reduced from two classes to
one in the lower grades to adjust
for declining enrollment. This was
carefully explained to parents by
letters, email and at a town hall
meeting several weeks ago.
There are two main groups
of students whose families were
advised not to re-enroll at Holy
Cross School: students who owe
tuition and those who expect lowered tuitions in lieu of scholarships.
To reduce the substantial debt
from parents who had tuition
arrears to the school, some children
were refused readmission until
either payment or arrangement to
make it were made. Steps are being
taken through the school attorney
to make collection if necessary.
In recent years, the school had
been extending tuition forgiveness
to some parents. Many students
from the recently closed Catholic
school nearby had come to expect
reduced tuition not only for the
year of transition from the other
school, but for the duration of
their child’s studies at Holy Cross.
The school has awarded several
scholarships from generously
donated funds, but these families
and others families were informed
the school can no longer charitably
extend lower tuition to additional
students, especially when inflated
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class numbers from both nonpaying and tuition-forgiveness
students would require dividing the
class and hiring an additional full
time teacher.
There is a waiting list in place
with third grade having two waiting students. If sufficient demand
exists (depending on teacher’s
salaries and benefits, approximately
eight students), an additional class
can be opened if its teacher can be
adequately funded by the additional
students.
Staffing levels were in place which
were established when the school’s
enrollment was substantially higher
than current levels. The dramat-

ically rising costs for employee
health care insurance and escalating liability insurance has made it
necessary to prepare for the future
by trimming staff to reflect student
enrollment and economic reality.
Administrative costs are being
reduced as well, with jobs reassigned and some staff being asked
to take on additional responsiblities. As many schools do, we
are exploring sharing costs with
other schools and/or having some
tasks (e.g. portions of our janitorial services) performed by outside
vendors.
Everyone is confident that with
one class per grade, dedicated
but fewer teachers, a thoroughly
modern curriculum and continued

emphasis on Catholic formation,
Holy Cross Academy in Rumson
will thrive as a parish-owned,
Catholic school in the Diocese of
Trenton well into the future.
An information packet from the
school to parents including a recent
update is available to other interested parishioners. Please call or
email if you would like one. We are
excited about the opening of the
new school year and ask for everyone’s prayers that God will guide us
to act wisely and with love.

Q . What’s the deal with all the
weeds in the parking lot?
A. The question refers to
the vigorous
growth of Clematis augustafolia
which has spread
on its own from
a fence in the
playground to
the island in the
parking lot. Some
I suppose do consider it a weed.
They will soon
blossom into
beautiful white
flowers with an
apple fragrance
and blanket the evergreens with a
snow-like covering. Once bloomed,
Francisco will pull them up - but
they’ll be back. Another weed look
alike volunteer is a tall aster near
the parish center.
Francisco cares for the landscape on the entire campus and
has a schedule for cycling through
sections, often dependent on the
weather. Children’s summer activities also require that the field be
mowed in a timely way. He does a
great job of juggling his time to fit
the landscaping needs, so at times,
some sections may be waiting for
care.

Marian Candles
Marian candles burn for one
week before Mary’s statue in the
Prayer Garden at the head of the
Memorial Pavers. Intentions for the
week are announced at Saturday
morning’s mass and published in
the bulletin.
Ada Merlini
by Phyllis Riddle
Arthur Parent
by Phyllis Riddle

Pray for the Sick
By law, we may only publish
prayer requests from the one
needing prayer or their guardian.
We will review the list every three
months.
Catherine O’Malley, Ann Connor,
Eleanor Blass, Sophia Gonzales,
Joey Weikel, John Wizeman,
Marisa Murphy, Daniel Bonifacio,
Jennifer Denis, Dawn Lloyd, Sandra
Foster, Alessandra Giunta, Frank
Reedy, Grace Fasullo, Maryann
Allegra, John McCoy, Marilyn Hull,
Elizabeth McNally, Eugenia Kelly,
Fr. Phil Pfleger, Fr. William Bausch,
and Fr. Joe Farrell

Mass Intentions
Date
11-Aug
11-Aug
11-Aug
11-Aug
11-Aug
12-Aug
13-Aug
14-Aug
14-Aug
15-Aug
15-Aug
16-Aug
17-Aug
17-Aug
18-Aug
18-Aug
18-Aug
18-Aug

Time
Intention for
Requested by
Tony Gardella
8:00 AM Jack Morris
10:30 AM Kenneth Murphy
Mr & Mrs Dennis Lynch
5:00 PM Lourdes McNamee
The Leibee Family
Ann Stader
5:00 PM Peter Delamos
7:00 PM For the People of the parish
9:00 AM For the People of the parish
9:00 AM Special Intention
Mr & Mrs George Wittenberg
9:00 AM David Godvin
The Modin Family
7:00 PM For the People of the Parish
9:00 AM Maria Incremona
Mr & Mrs Philip Giaramita
9:00 AM Special Intention
Mr & Mrs Jim Brunner and Patann and Kasey
9:00 AM Ada Merlini
The Rosary Group
9:00 AM Andrew Balik
Mr & Mrs Jim Hinckley
5:00 PM Diane Keegan
Kathleen Gannon
8:00 AM William Gardella, Sr. Tony Gardella
10:30 AM S. Thomas Gagliano
The Modin Family
5:00 PM William Sullivan
Kim Tagliareni
7:00 PM For the People of the parish

Farewell With Sadness
Mr. Don Carolina, our organist and Music Director
for the last 7 years will be leaving us on September 1st.
So many people will be sad to see him go. He has
contributed immeasurably to the quality of our liturgy
and singing at Holy Cross.
People don’t see as much of him as we did when the
masses were in the gym, since he has been perched up
in the choir loft, but everyone has heard his talented
musical leadership and the choirs have flourished
under his direction.
I hope that we can find a talented replacement not
only for our choirs and masses, but for the annual
Messiah concert which was just establishing itself as a
tradition.
Join in prayer for his continued happiness and for
the Holy Spirit to guide another spiritual and talented
musician to Holy Cross.
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50/50 Raffle Coming
Down To the Wire

$ 5,640.00
Help Holy Cross by purchasing
raffle tickets during the summer
months and remembering us in
the weekly collection, even weeks
when you are away!

August 13

Open AA Meeting

8:00 PM

St. Joseph Room

August 14

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9:00 AM - 12 noon

Church

Vigil Mass of the Assumption

7:00 PM

Church

Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary
Holy Day of Obligation

9:00 AM

Church

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Church

Glenmary Missionary Appeal

All Masses

Church

August 15

August 17-18

Around the Diocese and Cohort
Bishop’s Anniversary Blessing 2019
October 6 – Ocean/Monmouth; October 20 Burlington/Mercer: All couples celebrating their 1st,
25th or 50+ wedding anniversary during the 2019
calendar year are invited to gather with family and
friends to share the Eucharist, renew your sacred
wedding vows, and receive Bishop O’Connell’s
Episcopal Blessing. Anniversary Couples from Ocean
and Monmouth Counties may attend the Sunday,
October 6, 2019 Mass and Blessing at 3:00 pm at the
Co-Cathedral of St. Robert Bellarmine in Freehold.
Couples from Burlington and Mercer County may
attend the Mass and Blessing at St. Mary Cathedral
in Trenton on Sunday, October 20, 2019 at 3 pm.
Couples must register through their home parish; the
registration deadline for all anniversary couples is
September 15, 2019.
Saint Vincent DePaul Diocese of Trenton
The St. Vincent de Paul Society Diocese of Trenton
Council is sponsoring a 50-50 Raffle to support
spiritual retreats and various training programs;
appeals for donations to assist when disasters such as
fires, floods, and tornadoes occur; as well as expenses
associated with our Vincent’s Legacy furniture
ministry wherein we deliver furniture and home goods
for free to families in need. In 2018, this all-volunteer
organization served 90,978 people throughout the
diocese. The combined Direct Financial Assistance and
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Value of In-Kind Assistance amounted to a total value
of $4,513,713.
Raffle tickets are $10 each. The drawing will take place
on September 9, 2019. Three prizes worth up to $15,000
/$9,000/$6,000, respectively, will be awarded. In order
to continue serving our neighbors in need, we are
counting on your participation and prayers to help us
meet our goal! For tickets, please contact Margaret
More, a resident of Monmouth Beach, at 302-893-4615.
Capital Singers of Trenton Hosts Open Summer
Sing
Capital Singers of Trenton (CST) invites singers
and music enthusiasts in the capital region to join in
a Summer Sing on Sunday, August 25th at 5 p.m. at
Sacred Heart Church, 343 South Broad Street, Trenton,
NJ 08608. The event is free and will include an ice
cream social.
Selections will include Vivaldi’s “Gloria,”
accompanied by strings; additional pieces will include
the “Hallelujah Chorus,” “Let There Be Peace on
Earth,” and “Amid the Winter’s Snow.” Singers of all
ages and abilities are welcome to join us for an evening
of music and ice cream. All music will be provided.
The eighty-member chorus serves as the choral
voice of the capital region, performing a repertoire of
both sacred and secular music throughout the capital
region. For more information or to purchase tickets,
visit www.capitalsingers.org or call 609-434-2781.

