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I wonder sometimes if prayer seems difficult and perseverance in it
next to impossible because of certain attachments we make to it that have
nothing to do with it. Take kneeling as the only “correct” posture for
prayer. That may spring from childhood instruction to kneel by our bed
at night to “say our prayers.” That’s fine for awhile, but when we get to the
age when kneeling is physically difficult, there is a problem. That old guy
named “Arthur Itis” can be tough when he settles in as our permanent
companion.
Another falsehood often attached to prayer is that it must be done
early in the morning. This one may derive from orders of monks and
consecrated religious who pray communally what is called “The Liturgy
of the Hours.” Its old name was “The Divine Office, with “office” meaning
“task” or “duty.” This beautiful prayer obviously has set times for its
observance, with at least two parts specifically meant to be prayed in the
morning.
Practically speaking, many ordinary men and women, especially
parents, are very busy in the morning with routines involving themselves
and their children getting ready for their day. Or it may simply be that
they or you are not “morning people.” We must note that prayer can be
offered at any time, but make it at the best time for you. And do it at the
same time every day.
The main thing is for all of us to be praying people. To persevere as
Abraham did when he nervously bargained with Yahweh. As all the
saints did throughout their lives, so conscious were they that we have no
lasting city here below.
The greatest form of prayer is praise. We do not ask anything for
ourselves, but simply praise God for who He is, and all He has done for
us.
from Reflections

30 Ward Avenue
(732) 842-0348
webmaster@holycrossrumson.org

Worship Schedule (Summer)
Daily Mass
Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Latin

9:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
5:00 PM
7:00 PM
This week’s bulletin cover of Martha and Mary is by Johannes Vermeer in
the National Gallery of Scotland and used with permission.
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Natural Family Planning
What is NFP? Natural Family Planning (NFP) is
the general title for the scientific, natural and moral
methods of family planning that can help married
couples either achieve or postpone pregnancies.
NFP methods are based on the observation of the
naturally occurring signs and symptoms of the phases
of a woman’s body. No drugs, devices, or surgical
procedures are used to avoid pregnancy.! The methods
of NFP represent authentic family planning because
they respect the nature of sex as God made it – to be
love-giving and life-giving. NFP methods promote
respect between husband and wife, openness to
human life and recognize the value of children. Since
the methods of NFP respect the love-giving (unitive)
and life-giving (procreative) nature of the conjugal
act, they support God’s design for married love! When
practiced well, NFP methods can help to enrich the
bond between husband and wife. Check out the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops website to learn
more: www.usccb.org, search term: NFP Awareness. A
link is also available on the Holy Cross website.

Parish Offertory July 13-14
Collections

$ 10,215.00

Online Giving

$ 1,050.00

Alms

$ 81.47

Candles

$ 212.00

Holy Cross Academy
Back to School Sales are beginning to crop
up everywhere, as if we needed a reminder that
summer is all too short! The school and parish
have been diligently working on the plans for the
reopening of Holy Cross Academy in the fall.
Many classes are already filled to capacity and we
held a successful meeting with parents to explain
the school’s plans to deal with having only one class
in third, fourth and fifth grades.
Our school had grown to needing a pruning, after
which we will be poised for solid, healthy growth in
the new educational environment in which Catholic
parish schools must thrive.
The name change reflects this different emphasis,
a smarter, leaner, holier school whose students
are there especially for the Catholic aspects of the
education and spiritual formation.
Pray that God continues to guide our parish
in ways to nurture our school for years to come.
The seeds we plant in faith will bear an abundant
harvest.
Fr. Manning

RCIA Team Members and Coordinator
Our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initation for Adults)
team will soon be gearing up for the year’s sessions
preparing new initiates for the Catholic faith. They
will be baptized at our Easter Vigil or welcomed into
the fullness of the faith if already baptized. Those
Catholics not yet confirmed are also welcomed into this
preparation process.
If you would like to be part of this rewarding
experience by instructing and modelling the Catholic
faith for our inquirers, please call Lori LaPlante at the
Parish Office for more information.
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Register for Online Giving

and
Questions
Answers
Q . Has the church investigated
leasing or renting the property on
the east side of Ward Avenue for
additional income?
A. Though many people presume
the Church owns the green lot on
the corner of Ward and Rumson,
probably due to our parking on
it for many years, it belongs to
the Borough. Since the Borough
erected a fence, it’s open only
during times of need, like evacuations from West Park due to high
tide warnings or perilous winter
storms.

Q . What about selling beach
parking passes during the summer
months for revenue?
A. A proposal from Sea Bright
was not feasible due to the great
number of spots they needed in
order to pay for their attendants
and insurance. Other proposals
have been considered, but the

Families gather for blessing one year after baptism.

evening parking required by the
church on both Saturday and
Sunday and the wedding parking on Sunday afternoons make
it difficult. Due to hot tempers of
stranded drivers on Ward Avenue
in the summer, it would not be wise
to have teens staffing any parking
money collection.
We are investigating renting the
use of the gym for travelling teams,

Register Now
Please help us plan our class schedules and sizes by registering now for
Religious Education in the Fall.
If your child is beginning First Grade in September and/or your
children will begin Religious Education at Holy Cross for the first time,
please contact the Religious Education Office at (732) 842-0348 x 1131 in
order to begin the process.
For those students who have been enrolled as students here at Holy
Cross, re-registration can be easily accomplished online.
https://holycrossregistration2020.eventbrite.com/
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especially since the Church no
longer needs the gym for masses
and part of the monthly mortgage
paid by the parish covers monies
spent on the school construction
in excess of school funds raised.

Q . Is a nuptial mass “better” than
a nuptial wedding ceremony only?
A. The dignity of the Sacrament
of Matrimony is the same whether or not it occurs during the
celebration of the Eucharist or a
celebration of The Word.
Since more and more wedding
guests do not understand
the sanctity of the Mass and
frequently do not behave with
the proper reverence, a wedding
ceremony with mass is more
appropriate for many couples. A
ceremony is especially appropriate
when the couple are not both
Catholic or do not attend mass
regularly. There is some pastoral
disagreement on this point, but
it is for a similar reason that
many churches have gone to
Confirmations at celebration
of the Word only - too many
families are simply not respectful
enough during mass, even leaving
consecrated hosts in hymnals and
pews.

Marian
Candles

Mass Intentions

Marian candles burn for one
week before Mary’s statue in the
Prayer Garden at the head of the
Memorial Pavers. Intentions for the
week are announced at Saturday
morning’s mass and published in
the bulletin.

Pray for
the Sick
By law, we may only publish
prayer requests from the one
needing prayer or their guardian.
We will review the list every three
months.
Catherine O’Malley, Ann Connor,
Eleanor Blass, Sophia Gonzales,
Joey Weikel, John Wizeman,
Marisa Murphy, Daniel Bonifacio,
Jennifer Denis, Dawn Lloyd, Sandra
Foster, Alessandra Giunta, Frank
Reedy, Grace Fasullo, Maryann
Allegra, John McCoy, Marilyn Hull,
Elizabeth McNally and Eugenia
Kelly, Fr. Phil Pfleger, Fr. Scot
Shaffer, Fr. William Bausch, Fr. Joe
Farrell

Date

Time

Intention for

Requested by

July 20

9:00 AM

Bridget Mary Frances Joyce

M/M Jim Hinckley

July 20

05:00 PM

Robert Kelleher

Family

July 21

8:00 AM

Jack Morris

M/M Gene A. Harcsar

July 21

10:30 AM

Maria Incremona

Nancy Savocca-Traub

July 21

10:30 AM

Robert Strang & Dale Dey

M/M Jim Brunner

July 21

05:00 PM

Marsha Bradley

M/M Sean Clifford & Family

July 21

07:00 PM

People of the Parish

July 22

9:00 AM

John A. Altendorf

M/M Bruce Gsell

July 23

9:00 AM

Armando Garcia

M/M Paul Ryan

July 24

9:00 AM

Nancy Cipolloni-Ervin

The Cushing/Knox Family

July 25

9:00 AM

David Godvin

M/M Paul Ryan

July 26

9:00 AM

Claudia & Jo Garon

Joe Burns

July 27

9:00 AM

Arthur Parent

The Brodsky Family

July 27

05:00 PM

Stephen Sorace

Bartlow Family

July 28

8:00 AM

M/M Alfred Samaha

Tony Gardella

July 28

10:30 AM

Diane Q. Keegan

Anne Kenney

July 28

05:00 PM

Elsie Bolton

Regan and Sullivan Families

July 28

07:00 PM

People of the Parish

Rest in Peace
Many of you wknow Msgr. Gervasio, who has visited us many times
to confer the Sacrament of Confirmation. Please pray for the repose
of the soul of his sister, Vincenza,
who died last week.

Anointing of the Sick
Fr. Manning visits both Monmouth Medical and
Riverview Hospital for non emergent anointing of the
sick. Just call the office and schedule an appointment.
It is best that as many family members be present
who wish when he visits.
Emergency visits should generally be handled by
the priest hospital chaplains who are on call specifically for that purpose.
It is prudent to request the anointing sooner rather than later,
especially if the recipient is conscious, since the anointing brings peace
and strength whether recovery occurs or not.
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion from our parish are
available to bring communion to homebound parishioners.
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$4,260

Help Holy Cross by purchasing raffle tickets during
the summer months and
remembering us in the weekly
collection, even weeks when
you are away!

July 22 - 25
Summer Sports Clinics

9:00 AM - noon

July 23
AA Meeting in St. Joseph Room

8:00 PM

July 24
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9:30 AM - noon

July 25
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Holy Cross Men’s Group

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
7:30 PM

July 27 - 28
Sisters of Mercy Benefit Raffle Tickets

all masses

oly Cross Vocation Chalice is a great opportunity for families to pray
together to promote vocations. Just take the chalice home, place it in a
prominent place and pray for vocations. Prayers are included with the chalice. Return the chalice after a week for the next family to take home.
If your family would be interested in participating, please call the parish office or
fill out a form on the parish website: www.holycrossrumson.org.
Praying for vocations is the most powerful way to support vocations. A vocation
is a call from the Holy Spirit, a gift from God that is nurtured in prayer. When we
pray for vocations, we lift up to our Father those men and women whom He is calling to follow Him in a very special way.

H

Around the Diocese and Cohort
Rachel’s Vineyard
The psychological and spiritual wounds of abortion
can be crippling. Rachel’s Vineyard’s Retreat is a
chance to focus on this time through a supportive nonjudgmental process. It is designed to help women and
men experience the mercy and compassion of God.
The next retreat will be August 23-25. To register, call
732-236-0671, or email: 3024@retouvaille.org
Bishop’s Anniversary Blessings 2019
October 6 – Ocean/Monmouth; October 20 Burlington/Mercer: All couples celebrating their 1st,
25th or 50+ wedding anniversary during the 2019
calendar year are invited to gather with family and
friends to share the Eucharist, renew your sacred
wedding vows, and receive Bishop O’Connell’s
Episcopal Blessing. Anniversary Couples from
Ocean and Monmouth Counties may attend the
Sunday, October 6, 2 019 Mass and Blessing at 3:00
pm at the Co-Cathedral of St. Robert Bellarmine
in Freehold. Couples from Burlington and Mercer
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County may attend the Mass and Blessing at St. Mary
Cathedral in Trenton on Sunday, October 20, 2019 at 3
pm. Couples must register through their home parish;
the registration deadline for all anniversary couples is
September 15, 2019. https://www.dioceseoftrenton.org/
anniversary-blessing-parish
Octoberfest at Mater Dei Seeking Vendors
Mater Dei Prep is seeking vendors for its Oktoberfest celebration on Saturday, October 19th on the
campus. Over 1,200 visitors atwtended in 2018 and
enjoyed a variety of delicious foods and fun. Email
events@ materdeiprep for
more information. A booth
is $75 with a $25 discount
available to those who
respond to this notice.

